On  the  \st  of  August  1803,  will  he  puhlished,  price  25,  6  c?. 
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NUMBER  I. 

OF 

PLANTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN ; 

ARRAIIGED  AFTER  THE 

REFORMED  SEXUAL  SYSTEM 

OF 

SIR  CHARLES  LINN^US ; 

AND  ILLUSTRATED  BY  UPV/ARDS  OF  FIVE  HUNDRED 

ORIGINAL  DISSECTIONS 

OF  THE 

FRUCTIFICATION  OF  BRITISH  PLANTS; 

Chiefly  executed  for  the  late  Earl  of  Bute,  by  Miller. 

And  071  the  same  day  ’ivUI  be  puhlhliedy  uniform  with  the  above,  price  2  s. 

NUMBER  I. 


OP 

AN  INTRODUCTION 

THE  SCIENCE  OF  BOTANY. 

1 


3y  ROBERT  JOHN  THORNTON,  M.D. 

XECTURER  ON  BOTANY  AT  GUY’s  HOSPITaL  J  AUTHOR  OF  A  NEW  ILLUS¬ 
TRATION  OF  THF>  SEXUAL  SYSTEM  OF  LINNAIUS,  THE 
PHILOSOPHY  OF  MEDICINE,  &C.  &C. 


**  That  existence  is  surely  contemptible,  which  regards  only  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  instinctive  wants,  and  the  preservation  of  a  body  naade  to  perish. 
Superior  to  the  brute  beasts,  man  is  made  to  contemplate  the  great  Book  of 
Nature,  and  behold  with  wonder  and  adoration  the  stupendous  works  of 
Him  who  created  both  these  and  us.”  »  Linna:us, 


lONDON,  FRINTED  FOR  JAME?  WALLIS,  46,  PATERNOSTER'ROW  J  ANt> 
THOMAS  COX,  BOROUGHJ  AND  SOLD  BY  ALL  BOOKSELLERS,  STAXiOl^- 
ERS,  &:c.  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM, 


PROSPECTUS. 


The  science  of  Botany  is  so  agreeable  and  ornamental  an  acquisi¬ 
tion,  that  it  has  of  late  been  pursued  con  amore  by  all  classes  of 
people.  To  facilitate  this  general  wish,  the  author  has  availed  him¬ 
self  (with  permission  of  the  family)  of  the  very  accurate  dissections 
of  the  fructification  of  the  several  British  Plants  which  were  accom¬ 
plished  for  the  late  Earl  of  Bute,  by  Miller,  at  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  expence,  and  now  makes  its  first  appearance  before  the 
public.  The  arrangement  is  new,  and  agreeable  to  the  latest  im¬ 
provements  made  in  the  Linnaean  System,  whereby  this  science 
is  rendered  level  to  the  meanest  comprehension.  New  Tables 
are  likewise  formed  to  facilitate  yet  more  the  easy  acquirement  of 
this  lovely  science;  and  The  Introduction  to  this  work  is  so 
illustrated  by  Plates,  that  it  may  be  said  now  to  be  rendered  a  study 
so  easily  obtained,  that  the  complaint  of  its  difficulty,  it  is  hoped, 
will  forever  cease.  The  present  form  of  works  on  English  Plants, 
designed  for  Students  and  Ladies,  has  been  hitherto  iinattempiedy 
and  it, is  hoped,  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  adding  this  to  the  many 
workR  already  existing  on  this  particular  branch  of  the  Science. 


CONDITIONS. 

I.  That  this  Work  will  be  completed  in  One  Hundred  Numbers, 
containing  upwards  of  550  Plates,  and  will  form  Six  elegant 
Volumes  Royal  Octavo. 

II.  That  each  Number  shall  contain  Six  Plates,  accurately  coloured 
after  nature,  with  correspondent  descriptions  in  Letter-Press, 
upon  a  Fine  Wove  Extra- Royal  Paper;  printed  byT.BENSLEY, 
and  Hotpressed,  at  Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence  per  Number. 

III.  That  the  same  not  coloured  shall  be  at  Two  Shillings  per 
Number. 

IV.  That  One  Number  of  Introduction,  and  another  on  the  British 
Plants,  shall  be  published  the  last  Day  of  every  Month,  until 
the  Work  shall  be  completed. 

V.  That  in  the  course  of  this  Work  shall  be  given  the  Heads  of 
Ray,  the  Earl  of  Bute,  Smith,  Withering,  and  the 
other  authors  on  British  Plants, 


T.  Beasley,  Printer,  Bsit  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Leitdon. 


